
















































































shows roots, a bulb, an oar, a flower bearing
four petals.

* To misname the Mate by calling him the
“Fool” is to deprive oneself of a precious
source of information. (Count the letters which
recur most often in the names. Which word do
they form ?). Moreover, this amounts to free-
zing the card’s signification, to barring those
depths of meaning that homophonic word-play
suggest, triggered by the unconscious. In-
deed, the impact of a name does not arise from
its visual aspect only, but also from its mean-
ing and the way it is enunciated. The Mate,
from Arabic “Mat” (Hebrew “Met”) : dead,
applies, in the Game of Chess, only to the
King, when he can no longer move from where
“he is without being caught. But the Mate, to
whom no number is allocated, has no specific
place either. He is outside the order of the
Tangible. And yet, he sets forth. This seeming
paradox is further enriched with several other
meanings. Matte is a mixture of iron and cop-
per sulfurs. A mat object is a lustreless object.
The mast of a ship, perpendicular to the deck,
is what enables the sails to be hoisted and the
ship to move. You can climb up a mast, and,
having thus ascended, become a look-out man
(watchful). To tame someone is to “break him
in” (examine the body of the mate...) etc.

* To suppress the name of a card is to “‘gole-
mize” it (16), to take away its life, to render it
inoperative, inert. It is to turn what is whole
into something incomplete, and also to remove
the particular teaching of the card.

e At the visual level, you must attach parti-
cular importance to the graphism of names.
One of the major arcana contains a U in the

(16) The Golem, in Jewish tradition, is a clay
puppet which is endowed with unlimited
powers when the four letters of the Divine
Name are traced on his forehead. He turns
into a heap of mud once the letters are erased.
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shape of a V: la Maison-Die V (the God-House).
The V is the Roman symbol for the Arabic 5,
that we use currently. If you write: Maison-Die
5, you can establish a connection either with
the fifth astrological house, that of creation
and play. Is the idea helpful ? Does the card
show elements which are reminders of this
idea of creation and/or play ? If this is the case,
maybe there is a link. If not, discard the hypo-
thesis until closer examination. Thus you
learn how to group significant details. Do not
try to discover a meaning; just group them;
make a note of their coexistence.

* At word signification level, see for instance
how Justice foretells Judgment. (Popular lan-
guage speaks of men’s justice and God’s
judgment, as if judgment was beyond man’s
competence. Justice is done, judgment is
pronounced: it has an affinity with expressing,
naming: it is creative.)

* Justice (Arcanum VII) is a stiff, heavy figure.
it fills the whole card. Judgment, the last card
but one, shows a very complex image, which
groups a number of widely different actions.
While the landscape is a desert, the cosmic
sign is here very important. Do you see any
connection between the six-winged figure
(three pairs of wings) with the Seraphim of
Angelology, carriers of the purifying fire (their
usual attribute) - their name is derived from the
Hebrew ‘“Saraph”: to be burning (17). It
appears that from Justice to Judgment one
proceeds from a ponderous, constricting, tri-
bal image, to an image profuse in symbols of
immanence. Examine the hypothesis, check it
with the help of other details: Justice’s cap, set
on a separate circle, is larger on the left side
(hyperdeveloped left hemisphere ?). Go back
to Chapter “Why”, paragraph “unravel and
reveal”. The Seraph’s aura is foreshadowed in
the cap, but it is more balanced in shape.

(17) You would learn just as much by perusing
a good dictionnary.
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